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Statewide Organizer Robin Stelly, from 
the PA Health Access Network (PHAN), 
urged members of the Montgomery 
County CSP Committee to gather       
personal stories about experiences 
with Medicaid—good or bad—to send 
collectively to the state and federal   

legislators to save this important public health safety net. 

PHAN is the largest consumer advocacy group in PA working on 
healthcare for mental and physical health. They offer the best         
navigators in state for people seeking help with healthcare and they 
are collecting stories from all individuals, families and providers who 
have experience with Medicaid.  

“Stories are important,” Stelly said at the January 15th CSP meeting. 
“Changes in Congress are necessary. We have hope.”  

Without billions of dollars that lobbyists have, Stelly pointed out that 
stories are where the average person can make major impacts with  
legislators. 

Stelly said the HR1 Budget Reconciliation Bill was catastrophic but the 
full damaging effects of the bill won’t go into effect until January 
2027. It cuts $1 trillion from insurance, mostly Medicaid which is the 
biggest healthcare provider in the country. 

“We have time to fight back,” said the state organizer. “In PA alone, 
600,000 Pennsylvanians will lose health coverage.” 

The loss of funds will strain hospitals, departments could close, there 
will be a higher risk of medical debt and businesses will suffer. 

Medicaid has been a fight between liberals and conservatives for dec-
ades. Opponents of Medicaid fundamentally disagree with the federal 
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Save Medicaid by telling your story 
-why Medicaid is important 

From: Street Outreach Facebook  

Post: 1/26/2026 

This past Thursday, Access Services' 
Street Outreach team and volun-
teers from all over Montgomery 
County participated in the county's 
annual PIT Count! A tremendous 
thank you to all the volunteers and 
everyone in the community that 
helped us prepare for this night. 
Street Outreach is beyond grateful 
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government having a role in healthcare.  

“They hate Medicaid,” Stelly said. “If you think 
you’re eligible for Medicaid and your county assis-
tance office says no, call PHAN. Don’t lose hope, 
we have a YEAR to get stories. Don’t be hopeless.” 

Medicaid Work Requirements, which start Jan.1, 
2027, will put a huge strain on the Medicaid      
system.  

Stelly said there will be less people to process the 
reporting, administrative errors, people forgetting 
to file their paperwork which will be twice a year instead of once—and everyone will be frustrated. 

“The system won’t run as smoothly- it’s not perfect - it’s very likely to make it worse,” Stelly said. “And    
people will be very angry at Medicaid. They won’t blame the feds who caused the problem. They will blame 
the county, the state, poor people and immigrants. It couldn’t be a bigger lie.”  

People will be told that Medicaid never worked.  

“The stories are the only thing to fight back with,” Stelly said. “We are not going to get billions of dollars to 
fight this fight. We could get a million stories about how great Medicaid is. We really need to show it is work-
ing in people’s lives. It’s not broken.”  

Stories can be in writing or a video. They don’t have to be dramatic. They can be from the past. One exam-
ple: A mother in a nursing home who ran out of money. Medicaid then paid the $12,000-a-month cost to live 
there. It’s the mother’s story and the child’s story. Stories can be from workers who provide for people who 
use Medicaid. Stelly said she will help collect stories.  

To help people create their stories, PHAN has developed questionnaires. To access the questionnaires: 

Medicaid Questionnaire 
 
https://tinyurl.com/4yh6xvbj 
 

This questionnaire is for anyone who uses Medicaid to access healthcare. It works to capture a complete   
picture of the value of Medicaid in people's lives.  
 
Medicaid: A Family Lifeline 
 
https://tinyurl.com/yc83z6as 
 

This survey is for family members of people who rely on Medicaid for care, whether that care happens at 
home, in school, or in a nursing facility. 
 
Pennie.com Questionnaire 
 
https://tinyurl.com/mst3c993 
 

PHAN is fighting to get Congress to lower the premiums at Pennie.com. If you buy insurance through Pen-
nie.com and your premiums went up this year, this survey is for you.  
 

To view Stelly’s presentation in a document, click here. 
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and cannot wait to continue elevating our 
efforts towards our common goal of ending 
homelessness!  

Also from Facebook: 

Commissioners Chairman Jamila Winder post-
ed on January 30th that she joined Your Way 
Home, county staff, and volunteers to conduct 
Montgomery County’s Point-in-Time (PIT) 
Count.  

The PIT Count helps us understand how many 
people are experiencing homelessness in our 
area, where gaps exist, and how we can       
improve the services or programs available for 
those in need.  

I’m deeply grateful to our Montgomery County Department of Health and Human Services and the outreach 
teams who do this work every day — often in the toughest conditions — with care, dignity, and compassion 
for our neighbors across Montgomery County, PA  

 

00:00 

. 

PIT Count  from page one 

                      Access Services Team 

The CSP Committee thanks all of the volunteers who braved the 
frigid temperatures to do this important work. 

https://www.facebook.com/HHSMontcoPA?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZboY_D5e7M9VewBFD-XWvsosp1wntg2jf9i2MhvjGxFY62s6UDUrttJHC_TzipmfICGnqdL2MzxHcLwvySv8rdHKqWnvMqg41AT3SCRDEdjbafb7FaFZU5K4C1j015rWn8_3_Ugmdyvfi8TTpdEmHYawJ5j-aBRQm9TwUps0PTv28MtMzPzKKUK6AVTAJsfz3ZmIMumSgRR3mQ
https://www.facebook.com/montgomery.county.pa?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZboY_D5e7M9VewBFD-XWvsosp1wntg2jf9i2MhvjGxFY62s6UDUrttJHC_TzipmfICGnqdL2MzxHcLwvySv8rdHKqWnvMqg41AT3SCRDEdjbafb7FaFZU5K4C1j015rWn8_3_Ugmdyvfi8TTpdEmHYawJ5j-aBRQm9TwUps0PTv28MtMzPzKKUK6AVTAJsfz3ZmIM
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Join Us for NAMIWalks Montgomery County PA — 
May 16, 2026  

Won’t you join the joy of this year’s most important   
mental health fundraising event? 

 
We’re excited to invite you to NAMIWalks Montgomery County PA, taking 
place on Saturday, May 16, 2026, at Temple University Ambler Campus 

(580 Meetinghouse Rd., Ambler, PA 19002). 
 

 By registering, walking, or supporting a team, you play a vital role in ad-
vancing NAMI’s mission and moving us closer to a future where Mental 

Health for All is not just a vision—but a reality. 

https://www.namiwalks.org/montcopa 

 

https://www.namiwalks.org/montcopa
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Subcommittee Reports from January 2026 

Advocacy Subcommittee –  The subcommittee began by identifying key 
questions for Robin Stelly, whose presentation to the full CSP provided 
useful insights. Montco CSP launched a story-collection initiative late last 
year to document the impact of Medicaid cuts. Response levels, however, 
have been limited. Inviting Robin allowed us to learn more about PHAN’s 
successful strategies for gathering personal narratives and to consider how 
those approaches could inform our own efforts. We also engaged in 
preliminary planning for the coming year. Several priority areas emerged: 
• Mapping existing legislative relationships: Conducting an inventory of 

each CSP member’s connections with local, state, and federal legislators 
to determine how these relationships can be strategically leveraged to 
strengthen our advocacy. 

• Supporting effective storytelling: Exploring ways to help community 
members share their experiences more powerfully and with greater 
clarity. 

• Expanding participation: Considering approaches to broaden 
engagement in both CSP overall and the Advocacy Subcommittee 
specifically. 

• These topics will form the foundation of our workplan for the year 
ahead, and we look forward to developing strategies that advance these goals. 

 
Community Outreach – Erin A will be working on the Community Connections Grant. Lea Anne was not here 
but will encourage her to plan more for the "walking group" she thought of. Hoping to pick a theme next 
month for the art contest! 

  

Conference Subcommittee – Confirmed May 20th (a Wednesday). Will be changing venues to the Variety 
Club this year. 
• Reviewed sponsorship flyer; made some edits.  Will be release soon to solicit donations. 
• Very important to raise funds for Conference this year. Lost $4,500 of confirmed donations 
• We will be using AAA catering again, but using a different(cheaper) menu 
• Opted for the “Comfort Food” Menu. Sending following selections for a quote: Hot Roast Beef, Chicken 

Parmesan, Mashed Potatoes, Macaroni Salad, Fruit, Vegetarian/Gluten Free Meals as side option for pre-
determined guests. 

• Aiming to have the page for ticket sales up within the next month or two 

 

Montgomery County CSP Executive Committee 
 

2024/2025 Tri-Chairs 
Provider Member:  Jim Markey 
Person in Recovery:  Morgan Killian-Moseley  County Liaison -  
Family Member:  Vacant     Tracey Riper-Thomas 
 

2024/2025 Sub-Committee Chairs   Fiduciary - HopeWorx, Inc. 
Community Outreach: Erin Villarose 
Advocacy:  Cindy Todd & Christine Stutman 
Conference: Harry Bowles & Justin Chamrin   
  

2024/2025 Treasurer 
Erin Anguish      

CSP MEETING  
CALENDER 

2026 
Meetings are held every third                  

Thursday, monthly from  
12: 00-2:30pm 

The next meetings will be: 

 Meetings are held in person 
and  via Zoom. 

February  19 

March  19 

April  16 

May 21 

1210 Stanbridge Street,  

Suite 600 

Norristown, PA  19401 

610-270-3685 
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CSP Mission Statement: 

Montgomery County’s Community Support Program (CSP) brings 
together individuals that receive mental health services, their family 
members, providers and the Department of Behavioral Health in an 
equal partnership to promote recovery and excellence in the delivery 
of community-based mental health services. 

 

The committee strives to include a balance of people who use services, 
people who provide services, family members, and interested 
members of the community at large.  The CSP initiatives continue to 
grow state, regionally and county wide. As the involvement increases 
CSP has become a place that feedback can truly be given to the county 
from individuals that receive services and information can be given 
that suits the needs and requests of those that attend.  

 

CSP Subcommittees: 

  Advocacy Subcommittee—Works on legislative, policy, 
communication,  budget, voter education and other issues related 
to mental health services in the county, statewide and at the 
federal level when relevant. At the direction of the CSP 
Committee, the Advocacy Subcommittee gathers information on 
issues, plans advocacy events and creates a monthly newsletter 
to provide information to the stakeholder network as well as the 
community at large about the work of CSP. The newsletter also 
provides updates on new and changing mental health services 
provided in Montgomery County.  The newsletter editor can be 
contacted at: kathiemitchell8221@gmail.com. 

 

 Community Outreach Subcommittee—Works on facilitating 
opportunities for people in the CSP community to be more 
involved in the Montgomery County community.  This includes 
implementing the Community Connections grants, which provide 
funding for people to participate in a variety of activities.   The 
committee also implements transportation grants that provide 
gas cards and SEPTA day passes to CSP community members. The  
annual CSP Poster Art contest is also organized by this committee. 

 

 Conference Subcommittee – The conference subcommittee will 
plan and fundraise for the annual Montgomery County CSP 
Conference.   

 
We invite all peers, family members and  

providers/professionals to attend. 

Community Support Journal 

Join our Mailing list! 

We have an email list as 

well as a regular mailing, 

to join: 

 

Send an e-mail to: 

pjohnson@hopeworxinc.org 

Or send your contact info 
to this mailing address: 

Meetings: 

12:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

3rd Thursday of  each 
month  

Montgomery County  
Community College 

 Blue Bell, PA 
 In person & Zoom 

CSP Principles 

 Person Centered/  
Person Empowered  

 Culturally competent  

 Designed to Meet  
Special Needs  

 Community Based 
with Natural Supports  

 Flexible  

 Coordinated  

 Accountable  

 Strengths-Based  

Kathie Mitchell, Newsletter Editor 

 Organizations who regularly send  
representatives to CSP: 

Central Behavioral Health,                
AdvocacyWorx, Community            
Satisfaction Team of Montgomery  
County, Magellan Health Services, 
Montgomery Co. Department of     
Behavioral Health, Montgomery  
County Emergency Services (MCES), 
NAMI Montgomery County,             
Norristown Vet Center, Resources for 
Human Development, Salisbury       
Behavioral Health  

 Website: www.montcopacsp.org   https://www.facebook.com/
montcopacsp/ 

mailto:kathiemitchell8221@gmail.com
mailto:pjohnson@hopeworxinc.org
http://www.montcopacsp.org
http://www.montcopacsp.org
csp%20montgomery%20county%20pa

